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How to Build 
Neighborhood 
Profiles with 
Census 
Business 
Builder

1) Visit Data.census.gov

a. Click on “Search by Address” and find your zip code and census tract

2) Go to Census Business Builder

a. Enter the zip code in the “search for a location” box; wait for the drop down to 
appear and select

b. Click on “Establishments” on the top blue bar

i. From Consumer/Residents, add a primary and secondary variable of 
interest

3) Click “Tract” in blue on the top left; find your tract

4) Click “Region View” tab on the table display at the bottom left

a) Click “Create Region”

b) Click on the census tracts you want included the report

c) Click “Save Edits”

d) Click “Report” on from the original table display

https://data.census.gov/
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=map&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=state&dataVariable=179&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-10802692&centerY=4568679&level=4&theme=default&dynHeader=Custom+Region
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=map&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=tract&dataVariable=15&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-13664383&centerY=5700512&level=13&theme=default&dataVariable1=31&dynHeader=Custom+Region&dynGeo_tract=41051004602-41051005800-41051005500-41051006801-41051006802-41067030103-41067030200-41051006900
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=regionreport&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=tract&dataVariable=15&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-13664383&centerY=5700512&level=13&theme=default&dataVariable1=31&dynHeader=Custom+Region&dynGeo_tract=41051004602-41051005800-41051005500-41051006801-41051006802-41067030103-41067030200-41051006900
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Demographic, 
socioeconomic, and housing 

data from the American 
Community Survey

Business data from the 
County Business Patterns

Non-employer Statistics 
from the Economic Census, 
and the  Annual Business 

Survey

Imports and Exports data 
from the International 

Trade program

Workforce data from the 
Quarterly Workforce 

Indicators (QWI)

Building Permits data from 
the Building Permits 

Survey 

Consumer Spending data 
from Esri 

Agriculture data from the 
Census of Agriculture 

(USDA)

Hires by Educational 
Attainment (QWI) 

Employment and related 
data from the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics (BLS) 
Quarterly Census of 

Employment and Wages 
(QCEW)

Your own data via Excel file 
upload feature

Census Business Builder Data Sources

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/qwi.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/qwi.html
https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/
https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/
https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/home
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html
https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html
https://www.bls.gov/
https://www.bls.gov/
https://www.bls.gov/cew/
https://www.bls.gov/cew/
https://www.bls.gov/cew/


• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of
detailed information about the nation’s people and housing.

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses to produce annual social, economic, 
housing, and demographic estimates for communities throughout the
U.S. and Puerto Rico

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected 
by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how trillions of dollars in federal funds are distributed 
each year, supports over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005 (1-year estimates = 2005; 5-year 2005-2009)

American Community Survey Foundations



What Topics are Available from the American Community Survey?



Select Census Geographic Concepts

Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Homelands

Urban AreasMetropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata Areas 

(PUMAs)

Alaska Native 
Regional Areas

State Legislative 
Districts

•  600 to 3,000 population
•  240 to 1,200 housing units

Census Blocks Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

•  1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
•  480 to 3,200 housing units

County 
Subdivision



Census Business Builder

g

With Census Business Builder, we can:

1. Map multiple economic growth, demographic, 

socioeconomic or consumer spending 

variables

2. Create comprehensive industry reports to use 

for planning or funding appeals

3. Map consumer spending data by 

neighborhood to help optimize outreach

4. Obtain aggregate demographic, 

socioeconomic and consumer data for a 

customized geography

Census Business Builder (CBB)

https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/data/data-tools/cbb.html


NAICS Code Sector Tree Example

4-Digit

3-Digit

2-Digit

4-Digit

3-Digit

2-Digit
72—

Accommodation 
and Food 
Services

722—Food 
Services and 

Drinking Places

7225—
Restaurants and 

Other Eating 
Places

7224—Drinking 
Places (Alcoholic 

Beverages)

721—
Accommodation

7212—RV Parks 
and Recreation 

Camps

https://www.census.gov/naics/?58967?yearbck=2022
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Census 
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a. Enter the zip code in the “search for a location” box; wait for the drop down to 
appear and select

b. Click on “Establishments” on the top blue bar

i. From Consumer/Residents, add a primary and secondary variable of 
interest

3) Click “Tract” in blue on the top left; find your tract

4) Click “Region View” tab on the table display at the bottom left

a) Click “Create Region”

b) Click on the census tracts you want included the report

c) Click “Save Edits”

d) Click “Report” on from the original table display

https://data.census.gov/
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=map&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=state&dataVariable=179&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-10802692&centerY=4568679&level=4&theme=default&dynHeader=Custom+Region
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=map&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=tract&dataVariable=15&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-13664383&centerY=5700512&level=13&theme=default&dataVariable1=31&dynHeader=Custom+Region&dynGeo_tract=41051004602-41051005800-41051005500-41051006801-41051006802-41067030103-41067030200-41051006900
https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/#view=regionreport&industries=00&clusterName=Custom+Industries&geoType=tract&dataVariable=15&dashboardVars=15-17-1-64&centerX=-13664383&centerY=5700512&level=13&theme=default&dataVariable1=31&dynHeader=Custom+Region&dynGeo_tract=41051004602-41051005800-41051005500-41051006801-41051006802-41067030103-41067030200-41051006900


• Population, Language and New Residents Data Tools
• Showing users the easiest way to access the most 

recently published (May 2025) population 
estimates

• Demonstrate 3 additional tools to view migration 
data by state, county, city, and census tract

• Data Tools for Transportation Planning
• Learn the optimal use for three of the Census 

Bureau’s most popular data tools: OnTheMap, 
OnTheMap for Emergency Management plus 
tract mapping on data.census.gov 

• Data Tools for Grant Writing and Fundraising 
• Use three different tools to create graphs, charts, 

maps and tables that can be easily added to grant 
writing.

Popular Data Trainings from the US Census Bureau



Get in Touch With Us!

U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Branch and Training Branch
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

Brian Berman
Brian.L.Berman@census.gov

(202) 604-1549

Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau

Subscribe: Census.gov/academy
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