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What is 
Your 
Data 
Need?

— To view socioeconomic, labor, housing and demographic data for 
residents of a city, county or disaster area after a federal emergency 
declaration is made:

— OnTheMap for Emergency Management 

— To plan for large events, infrastructure improvements, and possible 
future disasters for the population that works or resides in a 
state/county/city/ZCTA/census tract or a combination thereof:

— OnTheMap

— To map population/demographic/socioeconomic/housing data of 
smaller geographies like ZCTAs and census tracts from the American 
Community Survey:

— Data.census.gov

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/declarations
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/declarations
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/em/
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/em/
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/em/
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/
https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/
https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/


• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of
detailed information about the nation’s people and housing

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and about 150,000 Group Quarters 
(GQ) residents to produce annual social, economic, housing, and 
demographic estimates for communities throughout the 50 states, 
DC, and Puerto Rico

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously 
collected by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how federal funds are distributed each year; supports
over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 5-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005—now has four consecutive, non-
overlapping 5-year estimates

American Community Survey Foundations



What Topics are Available from the American Community Survey?



Selected Census Geographic Concepts

Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Homelands

Urban AreasMetropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata Areas 

(PUMAs)

Alaska Native 
Regional Areas

State Legislative 
Districts

•  600 to 3,000 population
•  240 to 1,200 housing units

Census Blocks Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

•  1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
•  480 to 3,200 housing units

County 
Subdivision



OnTheMap for Emergency Management Sources



Where Do OnTheMap Employment Data Come From?

9

QCEW*

Economic Survey 
Data

Business 
Register

UI* Wage 
Records

Federal 
Records Demographic 

Census/Survey Data

OPM*

Public-Use
Data Products…

QCEW = Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
UI = Unemployment Insurance
OPM = Office of Personnel Management

Linked 
National 

Jobs Data

Firm Data

Jobs Data

Household 
Data



OnTheMap for Emergency Management Shows Three Areas of Vulnerability 

g

1. Physical vulnerabilities: Use American 

Community Survey and decennial census data 

to see data such as heating fuel source, home 

age, and vacancy rate.

2. Economic vulnerabilities: Use LODES data to 

see the total number of workers of an age or 

industry in an impacted area and the earnings 

lost in an impacted area.

3. Social vulnerabilities: Use the American 

Community Survey to see data such as age, 

language and disability.



What is OnTheMap?

✓ Access and visualize jobs and labor force data.

✓ Produce data analysis for local areas.

✓ Create jobs and labor force reports

✓ Customize analysis area.

States Providing LED Data

Local Employment Dynamics (LED) 
partners with 47 states

• Not currently producing data for Alaska, 
Missouri and Michigan 



Data.census.gov

Statistics on a variety of topics for areas of all
sizes including states, congressional districts,
counties, cities/towns and census tracts.

data.census.gov provides access to:

• Data Profiles

• Detailed Data Tables

• Thematic Maps

• Microdata Access

Census Bureau Data

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


• Population, New Residents and Languages
• Showing users the easiest way to access the most 

recently published (May 2025) population 
estimates

• Demonstrate 3 additional tools to view migration 
data by state, county, city, and census tract

• Data Tools for Transportation Planning
• Learn the optimal use for three of the Census 

Bureau’s most popular data tools: OnTheMap, 
OnTheMap for Emergency Management plus 
tract mapping on data.census.gov 

• Census Business Builder
• Map multiple demographic, socioeconomic or 

consumer spending variables
• Create comprehensive industry reports to use for 

planning or funding appeals

Popular Data Trainings from the US Census Bureau



Get in Touch With Us!

U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Branch and Training Branch
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

Brian Berman
Brian.L.Berman@census.gov

(202) 604-1549

Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau

Subscribe: Census.gov/academy
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