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United States Census Bureau

• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses, surveys and estimates 
each year, including 

• The Decennial Census 

• The American Community Survey

• The Population Estimate Program

• The Economic Census

• County Business Patterns

• Annual Business Survey

• Current Population Survey

• The Small Area Income and Poverty Insurance Estimates

• Building Permits Survey

Our mission is to serve as the nation’s 
leading provider of quality data about its 

people and economy. 

List of Surveys & Programs

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys.html


Decennial Census

Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution 
mandates a decennial census:

“The actual Enumeration shall be made 
within three Years after the first Meeting 
of the Congress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent Term of ten 
Years, in such Manner as they shall by 
Law direct.”





Federal Assistance Distribution Using Decennial Data for Fiscal Year 
2021



The Evolution of the Decennial Census and the American Community 
Survey



• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of
detailed information about the nation’s people and housing.

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses to produce annual social, economic, 
housing, and demographic estimates for communities throughout the
U.S. and Puerto Rico

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected 
by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how trillions of dollars in federal funds are distributed 
each year, supports over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005 (1-year estimates = 2005; 5-year 2005-2009)

American Community Survey Foundations



What Topics are Available from the American Community Survey?



Selected Census Geographic Concepts

Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Homelands

Urban AreasMetropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata Areas 

(PUMAs)

Alaska Native 
Regional Areas

State Legislative 
Districts

•  600 to 3,000 population
•  240 to 1,200 housing units

Census Blocks Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

•  1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
•  480 to 3,200 housing units

County 
Subdivision



American Community Survey Data Releases

Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year 
Estimates

1-Year

Supplemental Estimates

5-Year

Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Fewer than 20,000 X

Typical Release Month 
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September October December

2024 ACS Data Releases 11 Sept. 2025 4 December 2025 29 January 2026



American Community Survey vs Decennial Census

ACS Decennial Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Collects

Detailed social, economic, 
housing, & demographic 

characteristics
Basic demographics

Produces
Population & housing 

characteristics
Population & housing 

totals

New Data Every Year 10 years

Data Reflects Period of time Point in time



Selected Tools to Access Census Data

• QuickFacts
• Narrative Profiles
• Microdata Access Tool (MDAT)
• Data.census.gov
• Census Business Builder
• OnTheMap for Emergency Management
• OnTheMap
• Job-to-Job Explorer
• Veteran Employment Outcomes Explorer
• Small Area Health Insurance Estimates
• My Tribal Area
• Application Programming Interface (API)
• TIGERweb



Data Profiles from data.census.gov

Data Profiles are analytic reports derived from 1-Year and 5-Year American 
Community Survey estimates and the Decennial Census.

https://data.census.gov/profile



Data Tool—Narrative Profiles

Narrative Profiles are 
short, analytic reports 
derived from the 2019-
2023 5-Year American 
Community Survey (ACS) 
Estimates

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/


Data.census.gov

Statistics on a variety of topics for areas of all
sizes including states, congressional districts,
counties, cities/towns and census tracts.

data.census.gov provides access to:

• Data Profiles

• Detailed Data Tables

• Thematic Maps

• Microdata Access

Census Bureau Data

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


• Population and Migration Data Tools
• Showing users the easiest way to access the most 

recently published (May 2025) population 
estimates

• Demonstrate 3 additional tools to view migration 
data by state, county, city, and census tract

• Data Tools for Transportation Planning
• Learn the optimal use for three of the Census 

Bureau’s most popular data tools: OnTheMap, 
OnTheMap for Emergency Management plus 
tract mapping on data.census.gov 

• Census Business Builder
• Map multiple demographic, socioeconomic or 

consumer spending variables
• Create comprehensive industry reports to use for 

planning or funding appeals

Popular Data Trainings from the US Census Bureau



Get in Touch With Us!

U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Branch and Training Branch
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

Brian Berman
Brian.L.Berman@census.gov

(202) 604-1549

Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau

Subscribe: Census.gov/academy
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